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In March 1965, a document published by the Office of Policy Plan¬
ning and Research of the United States Department of Labor was released
which proposed that a national effort was necessary for enhancing the
status of the Black family In the American society.
"The Negro Family; A Case for National Action" or as It Is more com¬
monly referred to the Moynlhan Report, was formulated by Daniel P. Moynlhan,
who at the time of Its publication, was Assistant Secretary of Labor. Moynl¬
han In collaboration with his staff documented a report on the condition of
the lower class Negro family In America. It Is cited that: "At the heart
of the deterioration of the fabric of Negro society Is the deterioration
of the Negro family."^
By Investigating the structural characteristics and components of
the Negro family, the report proclaims that the structure of the lower
class Negro family Is highly unstable and In many urban centers Is approach-
Ing complete breakdown.^
The Negro family's pattern of matriarchy has been viewed by some
social scientists as a reversal of normative standard of the American
^Lee Rainwater and William Yancey, The Moynlhan Report and the





way of life. The concept of "matriarchy" in the Negro family is in the
Moynihan Report frequently considered equated with high rates of marital
disruption, high welfare dependency, high illegitimacy and an overall
emasculation of Negro males. These principal variables cited above are
the crux of Moynihan's Report.
In making a critical analysis of the Moynihan Report, it should be
of particular Importance to determine the usefulness, validity, and rele¬
vance of the report to the Negro family in America. Therefore, the prob¬
lem undertaken in this thesis is to determine how the Moynihan Report is
or is not a legitimate instrumental policy capable of defining and eradi¬
cating the situational factor of the lower class Negro family.
The theoretical basis of the "Moynihan Report" is derived from the
scholarly work of E. Franklin Frazier on the Negro family. Actually,
Frazier may be referred as the middle man in formulating a theory of the
Negro family with other intellectuals as Rainwater, Yancey, Pettigrew
and Glazer on one side of the fence and Billingsley, Staples, Mack, Kandel
and others on the other side. This separation is due to the various inter¬
pretations of Frazier's work by each of the researchers mentioned above.
Review of Literature
In reviewing literary works on the Negro family in America, The Negro
Family in the United States by E. Franklin Frazier is an interesting
starting point.^ Frazier's classic study of the Negro family begins with
the impact that slavery had on the Negro family and continues through the
1e. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 1939).
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period of emancipation to the urbanization movement of Negroes in this
country. The matriarchal pattern of the Negro family in America, which
emerged through the institution of slavery and has generated Itself through
the generations, is a continuous theme throughout his study. It is, of
course, the basis of Moynihan's thesis.
Frazier's account of the Negro family describes the downtrodden situ¬
ational conditions that the Negro family has been forced to endure; however,
it also displays the ability of the Negro man to overcome the obstacles
presented in the mainstream of the American society such as discrimination,
prejudice and racism.
Frazier emphasizes that the plight of the Negro family, in becoming
assimilated and acculturated in the white society, depends primarily on
the economic organization and participation in community life.^ One sec¬
tion of Frazier's book is devoted to the matriarchy household and another
to the emergence of the patriarchal structure of the Negro family.
Thomas Pettigrew presents an investigation on the Negro man from the
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standpoint of his personality, health, intelligence and crime rate. Of
particular interest to this thesis topic, is Pettigrew's treatment of the
Negro family's disorganizations, and the effects of the absent father.
The main theme of the book seems to be a descriptive analysis of the
physiological make-up of the Negro man in America by discussing the social
and psychological factors affecting him. Pettigrew notes that personality
^Ibid., p. 368.
^Thomas F. Pettigrew, A Profile of the Negro American (Princeton;
D. Van Nostrand Co., 1964).
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development of children in families without fathers may be related to
three recurrent problems among Negro Amerlcans--juvenlle delinquency,
crime against persons and schizophrenia.^ The study presents cases of
the effects of the family functioning ability in a fatherless household.
Lee Rainwater and William Yancey collaborate to write the book
The Moynihan Report and the Politics of Controversy.^ This text is a cri¬
tique of the Moynihan Report and a discussion of the numerous responses
from government officials, civil rights leaders, and Intellectuals. The
authors discuss the strategies Moynihan employed in his document. It is
an excellent source of reference in analyzing the "Moynihan Report."
In viewing the more recent scholarly works on the Negro Family in
the United States, Andrew Billingsley's Black Families in White America
indicates that:
But unlike Moynihan and others, we do not view the Negro
family as a casual nexus in a "tanele of pathology" which
feeds on Itself. Rather, we view the Negro family in theo¬
retical perspective as a subsystem of the larger society.
It is, in our view, an absorbing adaptive and amazingly
resilient mechanism for the socialization of his children
and the civilization of its society.^
Billingsley gives a historical account of the Negro family and gives
a more positive Insight on the situational condition that the Negro man
has and continues to experience in white America.
llbid., p. 21.
^Lee Rainwater and William Yancey, The Moynihan Report and the
Politics of Controversy (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1967),
^Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White America (Englewood
Cliffs: Prentice Hall, Inc,, 1968), p, 33,
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The Black Family, a text concerning numerous studies and essays,
edited by Robert Staples, also presents supportive evidence to the sta¬
bility of the Negro family In America.^ An entire section Is devoted to
"The Moynlhan Report" and various related Issues concerning and referred
to In the report are dealt with In the text. Robert Staples' article,
"The Myth of the Black Matriarchy',' does much to refute Moynlhan's attack
on the matriarchal structure of the lower class Negro family.
The researcher Is attempting to break away from some of the tradi¬
tional stereotypes and myths of the Negro family In an attempt to focus
on the strengths and the survival mechanisms employed by the Negro family
In America. It Is hoped that a more positive perspective can be derived
from the research made by Billingsley and Staples.
Theory
The report "The Negro Family: The Case for National Action" by
Moynlhan was considered by the writer, to be an attack on the stability
of the Black family In America. Moynlhan particularly cites five variables
outlining his thesis:^
1. High rate of Illegitimacy of Negroes;
2. High unemplo3nment rates In the lower Negro family;
3. A quarter of urban Negro marriages are dissolved;
4. An Increase of Negro welfare recipients;
5. One-fourth of Negro families are headed by females.
^Robert Staples, ed.. The Black Family (Belmont: Wadsworth Publish¬
ing Co., 1971),
^Rainwater and Yancey, op. clt.
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Since the publication of this report, numerous studies and essays
have been concerned with the findings and resolutions Included In It.
In fulfilling the researcher's objective of supplying Information that
would give Insight to a better perspective of the Negro family, It Is
felt by the writer that certain Important factors In the Negro family
have been misinterpreted or over-looked by Moynlhan In the process of
analogies. The researcher makes particular reference to the role of
the mother In the socialization process of her off-sprlngs, which If
realistically approached, would reveal that she Is the primary frame of
reference In the family structure. This Is In no way an attempt by the
writer to devaluate the Importance of the father In the family household,
but It Is an attempt to refute the attack of the matrlfocal Ideology that
Is defined as detrimental to the welfare and survival of the Negro family;
hence, other causes must be sought by social scientists to explain the
dilemma of the Negro family.
As Moynlhan has collected a "tanble of pathological” aspects result¬
ing from the so-called breakdown of the Black family, the researcher views
those elements as consequences of a survival mechanism created from situ¬
ational factors In this country. The census data speak for Itself, In as
much as statistical data can be manipulated to display only that which Is
desired by the Investigators. Therefore, In accepting or not accepting
the premises that: one, there are approximately a quarter of Negro births
Illegitimate; two, that a quarter of urban Negro marriages are dissolved
which has led to an Increase In welfare dependency; and three, that
one-fourth of Negro families are headed by females, depends primarily on
Investigating the cause and effect variables of the problems, and placing
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the concluding evidence within their proper perspectives. As It Is
quite evident, Moynlhan has defined the Negro family as an Institution
of pathological disorders; and It Is the obligation of the researcher
to re-deflne the Negroes' socializing Institution that has enabled Its
members to survive In a white racist America.
The Negro family should be defined as a distinct social system within
the larger American social system. And It Is, therefore, affected by other
existing Institutions with the American system. Billingsley has explained
the position of the Negro family In relation to the American society as;
". . .Whatever alls the Negro family Is a reflection of ailments In the
society at large.
A structural-functional approach to the position of the Black family
In America can be advantageous If It Is understood that as Billingsley
also notes:
The place of Negro families In the wider society, and In
the Negro community viewed as an ethnic subsociety varies
greatly; consequently, the ability of Negro families to meet
the requirements of society and the needs of their members
also varies across a wide spectrum.^
Direct attack has been made on the lower class Negro family In
America as deteriorating. However, one must not overlook the fact that
those factors affecting the Negro lower class group, also affect any other
ethnic group In this country—the larger society Itself. It Is simply
the mannerism In which the effects are received and dealt with In a func¬
tional view.
^Billingsley, op. clt., p. 32.
2lbld.. p. 22.
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The research shall employ the use of empirical studies in ascer¬
taining data for this thesis. It will be through the supportive and
rebutting information gathered that the objectives of this endeavor will
be accomplished.
The objective will be to present works pertaining to the "Moynihan
Report" and the Negro family. The writer recognizes that there are so
many aspects involved in the "Moynihan Report" that each could easily
result in a thesis individually. Since the Moynihan report is quite
theoretical, it is imperative that the writer does not become so theo¬
retical in attacking each problem, but rather to follow the described
objective of this paper. However, a theoretical foundation is important
in establishing grounds for a case of discussion or a historical back¬
ground, "a structural-functional theory" of the Negro family, and a con¬
centration of the pathologies of the Negro family that Moynihan has found
will be chiefly dealt with.
The introductory chapter has concerned itself with a foundational
frame of reference--what the "Moynihan Report" is, how it came into being,
and the condition of the Negro family in America.
The second chapter is the "Historical Background of the Negro
Family in America." Scholarly works concerning the history of the Negro
family, from the embarkment of slavery, to the plantation through recon¬
struction and its present position are discussed.
The third chapter, "The Case of Moynihan: Support" is centered pri¬
marily on the scholarly works of Pettigrew, Glazer, Rainwater, Yancey,
Moynihan and others who have indicated their support of the "Moynihan
Report."
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"Moynihan: A Refutation" is the title of chapter four. In this
chapter the writer provides arguments, based on the works of Billingsley,
Staples, Kandel, Gans and other writers, which disputes Moynihan's basic
thesis.
The concluding chapter gives the researcher the opportunity to
express impressions from the proper comparative analysis in support or
rebut of the "Moyhihan Report" and to elaborate on Frazier's study of
the Negro family in America.
The objective of this research will show that the Negro family in
America is both a stable and functional institution of the American society.
CHAPTER II
AN HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE NEGRO FAMILY IN AMERICA
The introduction of the first Negro families in the southern colony
of Jamestown, Virginia in 1619 marked the beginning of a race of people
who would be exploited and dehumanized within a forty-year period there¬
after. The pioneers of the Negro American family came primarily from
West Africa and were originally employed as indentured servants as Franklin
notes in his study of the Negro family in America; "There can be little
doubt that the earliest Negroes in Virginia occupied a position similar
to that of the white servants in the colony."^ However, the status of
the Negro man as a contract worker in America was not to continue much
longer because of the labor problems which remained in the colonies. As '
a final resolution to the labor problems in the colonies, Franklin ex¬
claims:
The answer to this vexing problem appeared to be the per¬
petual servitude of Negroes, whose supply seemed inexhaustible
and who apparently presented none of the problems that white
servants presented.2
Consequently, after 1640, the Negro workers could not expect to be
employed on a contract basis and the institution of slavery in America
emerged.
Ijohn Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom; A History of Negro




The sociological significance of the institution of slavery on the
Negro family is perpetuated in its manner of dehumanizing and decultu-
ration of their African descent. Andrew Billingsley describes the impact
that slavery had on the Negro family as:
Slavery then, was a massive disruption of the former cul¬
tural life of the Africans, which at the same time by its very
nature prevented the adequate assimilation of the slaves into
the New World culture.!
It is important that the African background of the Negro family in America
be discussed primarily because in Africa the family was a strict, disci¬
pline organization. The family was an economic and a religious unit which
through its ties with wider kinship circles, was also a political unit.
Family life then, was strong and viable and was the center of the African
civilization.^
Studies on the African background by such scholars as DuBois, Frazier,
Herskovits, and others suggest certain elements of the African family
organization were quite distinctive from the family structure in America,
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such as its polygynous and matrilineal nature. Of particular interest
to scholars of the Negro family has been in determining to what extent,
if any, did the slave on the plantation retain his African culture. The
first chapter of Frazier's The Negro Family in the United States devotes
itself to the slaves and their ties to their mother country, Africa:
^Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White America (Englewood
Cliffs: Prentice-Hal1, Inc., 1968), p. 52.
^Ibid., p. 40.
^W.E.B. DuBois, The Negro American Family (Cambridge, Mass.: The
MIT Press, 1909), pp. 10-18.
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Unfortunately, the few memories and traditions of Africa
forebearers that once stirred the Imagination of the older
generations have failed to take root in the minds of the
present generation of youth.1
However, family life for the slaves in America was primarily controlled
by the master (owner) of the plantation. DuBois indicates three features
of Negro slavery in America as: (1) no legal marriage, (2) no legal family,
(3) no legal control over children.^
Although the slave marriages were not legal in contract, this is not
to negate the existence of plantation marriages. As Billingsley points
out:
Marriage among slaves was not altogether absent in the
United States and was probably more common than has been
generally recognized. . . . The strong hand of the slave
owner dominated the Negro family, which existed only at his
mercy and often at his own personal instigation.3
Because legal provisions were not extended to slave marriages, a slave
marriage could be dissolved without recourse to public tribunals.^ The
lack of a protective legal system for the slave marriage promoted the
exploitation of slave women by their white overseer for both pleasure and
profit, and denied the role of the slave man as a husband or father.^
1e. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States (Chi¬
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1939), p. 13.
^DuBois, op.cit., p. 21.
3Billingsley, op. cit., p. 7.
^Urich Bonnell Phillips, "Slavery in the Old South" in Americans
From Africa: Slavery and its Aftermath, ed. by Peter I. Rose (New York:
Atherton Press, Inc., 1970), p. 123.
^Billingsley, op. cit., p. 68.
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To elaborate even further on the effects that the owner of the
slaves dictated the eligibility for marriage and also determined the
destination of the slave's children. DuBois mentions that "parents were
almost never consulted as to the disposal to be made of their young.
Needless to say, the father of a slave family had very little input in
stabilizing his household. Frazier states further that:
The fact that slave families were often divided when it was
to the economic advantage of the owners is too well established 2
to take seriously the denials of those who have idealized slavery.
Frederick Douglass in his memoirs of his slavery days noted:
Frequently, before the child has reached its twelfth month,
its mother is taken from it, and hired on some farm a con¬
siderable distance off, and the child is placed under the care
of an old woman, too old for field labor.3
In many cases, children were completely separated from their parents.
DuBois states in his account of the separation of child and family:
Persons who own plantations and yet live in cities, often
take children from their parents as soon as they are weaned,
and send them into the country; because they do not want the
time of the mother taken up by attendance upon her own chil¬
dren. . .
However, there were many plantations which allowed the mother to return
to her household after working in the fields:
IW.E.B. DuBois, The Negro American Family (Atlanta: Atlanta
University, 1909), p. 23.
2e. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Family in the United States
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1939), pp. 41-2.
Sprederick Douglass, "From Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, An American Slave" in Growing Up Black ed. by Jay David
(New York: William Morrow and Company, 1968), p. 96.
^DuBois, op. cit., p. 2.
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"One of my earliest recollections," writes Booker T. Washing¬
ton, "Is that of my mother' cooking a chicken late at night, and
awakening her children for the purpose of feeding them." The
devotion of the mothers to their own children was often demon¬
strated In their sacrifices to see them when they were separated
from them,^
When slaves were put up for sale, many slave mothers would plea
that their children be sold with them. It is noted that the Negro man,
husband or father was seldom Included in the selling of a family:
... Children usually remained with the mother; the father
was Incidental and could easily be sold away. The role of the
mother could be extended to that of "mammy" for the white fami¬
lies.^
Frazier Indicated that the slave mother and her children especially
under ten were treated as a group: A wench, complete cook, washer and
ironer and her four chlldren--a boy 12, another 9, a girl 5, that sews;
and a girl about 4 years old.^
As a result of sexual association between the master and slave
mother, mulatto families became quite common. Frazier indicates that
the master-slave woman relationship fostered two types of results:
At the bottom of the scale was the Negro woman who was
raped and became separated from her mulatto child without
any violence to her maternal feelings; or the slave mother
who submitted dumbly or out of animal reeling to sexual
relations that spawned a nameless and unloved half-breed
over the South. Between these two extremes there were vary¬
ing degrees of human solidarity created in the intimacies of
sex relations and the birth of an offspring.^
iFrazier, op. clt.. p. 41.
ZMelville J. Herskovits, "Africanisms in Secular Life" in Ameri¬
cans From Africa Slavery and Its Aftermath, ed. by Peter I. Rose (New
York: Atherton Press, Inc., 1970), p. 29.
3Frazier, op. clt.. p. 44.
^Frazier, op. clt.. pp. 68-69
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It is not to be overlooked that sex relations between slave men
and white Indentured servants also existed.^
During the Civil War years, 1860-1865, Intensed deliberation over
the emancipation of the Negro slave became a major issue of the Lincoln
administration. Finally, after a great deal of dissension, Lincoln pro¬
claimed on January 1, 1863: "All persons held as slaves within any State,
or designated part of the State, the people whereof shall be in rebellion
against the United States, shall be then, thence-forward, and forever
free."2
Unfortunately, physical freedom from the plantation did not mean
acceptance and opportunity for the Negro family in America. As Frazier
points out, "Emancipation was a crisis in the life of the Negro that
tended to destroy all his traditional ways of thinking and acting."3
Billingsley notes that: "For ten thousand of Negroes, emancipa¬
tion meant the freedom to die of starvation and illness." Despite the
many obstacles that appeared for the Negro family after becoming emanci¬
pated, the Negro family as a society survived. Billingsley also notes,
"of course. Emancipation had some advantages for the Negro family. Although
family members could be whipped, run out of town, or murdered, they could
not be sold away from their families.^
iFrazier, op. cit.. p. 51.
2john Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Negro
Americans (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1967), p. 282.
^Frazier, op. cit.. p, 73.
^Billingsley, op. cit.. pp. 69-71.
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Bernard Indicates in her study of the Negro family that after the
Civil War, laws in many states were changed to legalize slave marriages.^
The Freedman Bureau Issued orders clarifying the rules relating to marri¬
age among Negroes.^ The idea of permanency in a marital relationship be¬
came a major Instutlonallzing element that the Negro was confronted with.
After emancipation, the migration of the Negro populace began--
thousands of Negro men and women began to wander aimlessly about the coun¬
try or in search of adventure and with work in the army camps and cities.^
In 1860, 92 per cent of all Negroes resided in the South; and by
1940 72 per cent remained in the South. By 1960, 60 per cent and 1968,
rn 458 per cent Negro population remained in the South.
According to Frazier, one of the most momentous changes in the Negro
family life was the urbanization of the Negro population.^ As a result
of the migration from rural to urban living, from the South to the North,
the Negro family has become more assimilated in the institutional com¬
ponents (advantageous or disadvantageous as they may be) of the American
mainstream. It has been a constant test of resiliency in the quest of
survival for the Black family.
Jessie Bernard, Marriage and Family Amone Negroes (Englewood
Cliffs; Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1966), pp. 10-11.
2lbid.
JFrazier, op. cit.. p. 209.
^"We the Black People of the United States” in The Family Life
of Black People ed. by Charles V. Willie (Columbus; Charles E. Merrill
Publishing Company, 1970), p. 10.
Sprazier, op. cit.. p. 363.
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Due to the insecurities of the majority group to maintain their
own Identity) racism became even more pronounced as "separate but equal"
facilities became the mode of life in the United States. The 1954 Supreme
Court decision declared the "separate but equal" doctrine unconstitutional.
However, the remnants of institutional racism in America did not change.
Although to a small degree Negroes had already begun to actively
express their dissatisfaction with the system, the 1954 decision served
as a catalyst for change in the Negro community as the civil rights move¬
ment came into full bloom. Such organizations as the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People and the Urban League were pushing
for civil rights. Dr. Martin Luther King and the NAACP in 1955 in the
Montgomery boycott was advocating a nonviolent approach to the problems
of the Negro man.
By the sixties one could quickly apply theories as "relative depri¬
vation" and "rising expectations" to the aggressive behavior of Negroes
in this country. In 1964, the Civil Rights Act was enacted by Congress
demanding racial equality.
The confrontation of the Civil Rights movement perplexed the white
society and strengthened the Negro community—as the leaders of the coun¬
try both Negro and white recognized the splitting of the nation into two
societies. As the socio-economic conditions of the Black man for the
most part remained the same, a grave concern of the plight of the Negro
minority group became a major issue with many politicians. Finding the
solution to the Negro's burden, since the 1954 and 1964 decisions were
seemingly not enough, indicated that the crux of the problem must lie
within another frame of reference. Goode has said, "Philosophers and
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social analysts have noted that society is a structure made up of fami¬
lies, and that the peculiarities of a given society can be described by
outlining its family relations.^ Consequently, ^Daniel P, Moynihan has
pointed to the Negro family as a "problem" and a "solution" to the Negro
man's destination in this country.
^William Goode, The Family. (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1964), p. 1.
CHAPTER III
THE CASE OF MOYNIHAN: SUPPORT
The "Moynihan Report" published in March, 1965 on the Negro family
became a controversial topic among intellectuals, civic and political
leaders both Negro and white. The "Moynihan Report" bases its main pre¬
mises on E. Franklin Frazier's The Negro Family in the United States.
Frazier's thesis discusses the history and plight of the Negro family
in the United States from slavery through reconstruction to the urbani¬
zation of the Negro in America. Scholars have differed in their inter¬
pretation of Frazier's work on the Negro family.
Moynihan's thesis deals with the pathological aspects which are
contributors to the total deterioration of the Negro family, such as
female-headed households, illegitimacy, marital disruption, juvenile
delinquency and crime. In an attempt to ratify the problems of the Negro
family in America, Moynihan has called for a national policy to become
implemented.
According to Moynihan, the structure of the lower class Black fam¬
ily in America is highly unstable in comparison to the white family, and
this instability is, in many cases, causing a complete breakdown.^ The
l-Lee Rainwater and William Yancey, The Moynihan Report and the
Politics of Controversy (Cambridge, Mass.; The MIT Press, 1967), p. 5.
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etiologies of this!condition stems from the social and psychological
consequences of slavery.
Another element of the problem, according to Moynihan, is the urbani¬
zation movement, from rural to urban life. It has produced the Negro slum
and Increased the percentage of Negro female-headed households.^ Frazier's
work cites:
Family desertion among Negroes in cities appears, then, to
be one of the inevitable consequences of the Impact of urban
life on the simple family organization and folk culture which
the Negro has evolved in the rural South.2
Moynihan Indicates through statistical data that Blacks in America are
more urbanized than whites, except for in the South where there is rela¬
tively little difference.^
Unemployment and poverty are two components which are suggested as
augmenting the Negro family problem. Moynihan discusses a vicious cycle
developing:
Because in general terms Negro families have the largest
number of children and the lowest Incomes, many Negro fathers
literally cannot support their families. Because the father
is either not present, is unemployed, or makes such a low wage,
the Negro woman goes to work. Fifty-six per cent of Negro
women, age 25 to 64, are in the work force, against 42 per cent
of white women. This dependence on the mother's income under¬
mines the position of the father and deprives the children of
the kind of attention, particularly in school matters, which is
now a standard of middle-class upbringing.^
Moynihan concludes that the problem of the Negro family is:





Three centuries of Injustice have brought about the deep-
seated structural distortions In the life of the Negro
American. At this point, the present tangle of pathology
Is capable of perpetuating Itself without assistance from
the white world. The cycle can be broken only If these
distortions are set right.^
While Moynlhan uses Frazier's study as a foundation for his thesis,
scholars such as Pettigrew, Glazer, Rainwater, Yancey and others have
compiled with his thesis.
Thomas F. Pettigrew In his study of the social and psychological
make-up of the American Negro (1964) discusses family disorganization
among the Negro family, such as, mother-headed households and absent
fathers In the household.^ In the "Moynlhan Report," Pettigrew discusses
the effects of racism upon the Negro personality:
A warm, supportive home can effectively compensate for many
of the restrictions the Negro child faces outside of the ghetto;
consequently, the type of home life a Negro enjoys as a child
may be far more crucial for governing the Influence of segrega¬
tion upon his personality than the form the segregation takes—
legal or Informal, Southern or Northern.3
Pettigrew has also done research on the psychological consequences
developing In the personality of the Negro child In an home environment
without a father and with a female-headed household. His studies Indi¬
cate that elght-and-nlne-year-old children whose fathers are absent seek
Immediate gratification far more than children whose fathers are present
In the home.'^ Furthermore, It was revealed that five to fourteen year
iRalnwater and Yancey, op. clt.. p. 47.
^Thomas F. Pettigrew. A Profile of the Negro American (Princeton;
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1964).
3Ralnwater and Yancey, op. clt.. p. 39.
4pettlgrew, op. clt.. p. 17.
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old Negro youths without fathers experienced unusual difficulty in dif¬
ferentiating between male and female roles. ^ Juvenile delinquency,
crimes against persons, and schizophrenia have also been related to the
fatherless households in Negro families.^ The significance of these
studies coincide with Moynihan's "tangle of pathology."
An examination of the family background of 44,448 delin¬
quency cases in Philadelphia between 1949 and 1954 documents
the frequency of broken homes among delinquents. Sixty-two
per cent of the Negro delinquents and 36 per cent of white
delinquents were not living with both parents.^
In responding to the intellectual ability of the Negro child in
a broken home environment, Pettigrew notes the study of Deutsch and
Stetler which revealed that Negro children in broken homes score signifi¬
cantly below comparable Negro children from Intact homes on intelligence
measures.^ Moynihan's Report shows consistency with Pettigrew's psycho¬
logical studies on the Negro in America as he exclaims, "White children
without fathers at least perceive all about them the pattern of men
working." "Negro children without fathers flounder-and fail."^ Moynihan
elaborates further on the affects of the broken home as he indicates
that: "When the boys from broken homes are in school, they do not do as
llbid.. p. 18.
2lbid.. p. 21.
^Rainwater and Yancey, on. cit.. p. 40.
^Pettigrew, op. cit.. p. 113.
^Rainwater and Yancey, op. cit.. p. 35.
23
well as the boys from whole families."^
Nathan Glazer, another Moynlhan partisan, has also done research
on the socio-economic condition of the American Negro, In the study of
ethnicity In New York City undertaken by Glazer and Moynlhan (1963),
Glazer's contribution In the study Includes a section on the Negro popu¬
lace In New York City, In his discussion on the Negro family he notes:
There were In 1960 In the New York Metropolitan area
353,000 Negro families; a quarter were headed by women.
In contrast, less than one-tenth of the white households
were headed by women. The rate of Illegitimacy among
Negroes Is about fourteen or fifteen times that among
whites.2
Moynlhan Indicates In his report that nearly one-quarter of Negro
births are now Illegitimate; and one-fourth of Negro families are headed
by females.
The significance of Glazer's discussion on the Negro family In
reference to the Moynlhan Report Is the consistency of causal factors
suggested by both scholars contributing to the pathological disorders
of the Negro family.
In reviewing the section on the Negro family, one can quickly grasp
certain similarities In Glazer's approach to the Negro family with that
of Moynlhan's, Each scholar refers to E. Franklin Frazier's thesis on
the Negro family as they trace the historical background of the Negro
from slavery to the urbanization movement In America. Glazer discusses
the Ideology of equality for the Negro American In relation to his
^Nathan Glazer and Daniel P. Moynlhan, Beyond the Melting Pot
(Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT Press, 1963), p. 50,
^Rainwater and Yancey, op. clt.. pp. 8-9.
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economic condition as determining factors in the progress of the Negs)
family in America in the Moynihan Report. He states that:
The demand for economic equality is now not the demand for
equal opportunities for the equally qualified; it is now the
demand for equality of economic results. . . . The demand for
equality in education • * . has also become a demand for equal¬
ity of results, of outcomes.^
Glazer elaborates in his study on the effects of the Negro past
which is still evident in his present condition:
What slavery began, prejudice and discrimination, affecting
jobs, housing, self-respect, have continued to keep alive among
many, many colored Americans.^
Glazer relates (as Pettigrew and Moynihan) the psychological prob¬
lems of the Negro especially with males in broken Negro homes headed by
females.
In particular, it is probably the Negro boy who suffers in
this situation. With an adult male so often lacking, there is
a much greater chance of psychological difficulties. Certainly,
even without the problems of a figure with whom to model himself,
the Negro boy, as was pointed out in talking about jobs, would
have problems enough.^
In reviewing Glazer's discussion on the Negro problem, he stresses
that "self help" on the part of the Negro community agencies would be
more effective than public agencies and those of white Protestants.^
Moynihan's work with Glazer can be seen in his report on the Negro
family.
^Rainwater and Yancey, op. cit.. p. 3.




Lee Rainwater has done a considerable amount of research on the
lower class Negro family in America. His article, "The Crucible of
Identity: The Negro Lower-Class F2imily" discusses sex and economics of
the lower class Negro family which affects the personality of the Negro.^
Rainwater's treatment of conjugal role segregation in both white and Negro
lower-class families, points to the matrifocal structure of the Negro
household, im which the wife makes most of the decisions that keep the
family going and has the greatest sense of responsibility to the family.^
Rainwater interprets the significance of the male employment in the lower
class family and indicates that the Negro family is more vulnerable to
disruption \dien men are temporarily unable to perform their provider
roles.^
Moynihan's views on unemployment of the Negro male in his report
is supported by Edward Wight Bakke's description of the effects of un¬
employment on family structure.^ Moynihan provides testimonies on the
effect of labor in the Negro family in his report.
Whitney Young regards the effects of unemployment on the Negro male
in the family household:
Both as a husband and as a father the Negro male is made to
feel Inadequate, not because he is unlovable or unaffectionate,
lacks intelligence or even a gray flannel suit. But in a society
that measures a man by the size of his pay check, he doesn't
iLee Rainwater, "Husband-Wife Relations" in The Black Family ed.




^Rainwater and Yancey, op. cit.. pp. 9-10.
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stand very tall in a comparison with his white counterpart.
To this situation he may react with withdrawal, bitterness
toward society, aggression both within the family and racial
group, self-hatred, or crime.1
Thomas Pettigrew also gives his impressions on the aspect of unemploy¬
ment for the Negro male and the matrifocal household:
The Negro wife in this situation can easily become disgusted
with her financially dependent husband, and her rejection of him
further alienates the male from family life. Embittered by their
experiences with men, many Negro mothers often act to perpetuate
the mother-centered pattern by taking a greater Interest in their
daughters than their sons.^
In Rainwater's Behind Ghetto Walls (1970), he deliberates on marital
roles and family instability.^ This text seemingly regenerates much of
Rainwater's previous work analyzing the Moynihan Report and the political
controversy arousing thereafter. The particular research shall be dis¬
cussed later in this chapter. The study is basically concerned with
a slum community and the institutions that provide support for its in¬
habitants. He again asserts the conjugal role segregation, in the lower
class Negro, as an attributing factor in marital disruption and role
differentiation in the structure of the lower class family.^
In his description of the role of matrifocality in the lower-class
Negro family he states:
It is important to understand how deeply taken for granted
these matrifocal patterns are. For the woman, taken for
1-Rainwater and Yancey, op. cit.. p. 34.
^Ibid.. p. 34.




grantedness Involves most centrally the knowledge that she
can head a household If she must, that this Is not a re¬
markable event in her world, and that her culture provides
techniques and support for doing this. The man takes for
granted that he can Ignore paternal responsibilities without
serious penalty and in fact without great loss of status or
his wife and children.
Finally all this affects the meaning of marriage...getting
married can be regarded not so much as the contracting of a
long-term relationship but as "rite de passage,"^
Rainwater views the joint effect of the anomic street system (which
allows for manipulation and exploitation of its members) and economic
marginality, as creating situations in which marital role relationships
2
are highly conflicted because neither partner can rely on the other.
Lee Rainwater and William Yancey discuss the strategies and political
q
controversy of the Moynihan Report in their analysis on the report. By
interviewing Intellectuals, civil rights leaders, federal government
officials and other representatives concerned with the study in discussion,
they developed a source of references needed for their analysis.
In the section on Moynihan*s strategy employed in their research,
the authors state:
Moynihan sought to present a sharply focused argument leading
to the conclusion that the government’s economic and social
welfare programs, existing and prospective ones should be syste¬
matically designed to encourage the stability of the Negro family.^
The authors stress that the immediate goal of the Report was to
stimulate a commitment by the Administration to engage in a long-range
llbid.. p. 166.
2lbid.. p. 168.
%ee Rainwater and William L. Yancey, The Moynihan Report and the
Politics of Controversy (Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT Press, 1967),
^Ibid., p. 27
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policy planning.^ They also indicate that the Moynihan Report was more
than a research report or a technical document; it was a polemic which
made use of social science techniques and findings to convince others.^
In the preface of their text. Rainwater and Yancey state their
position in their interest of the Moynihan Report and its controversy.
We have been involved for several years in conducting
a research on the experience of one particular Negro popu¬
lation-families living in a large public housing project
in St. Louis. . . . The tone of the article (the Moynihan
Report) suggested some kind of direct intervention into
family life. . . . To us, Moynihan's report seemed very
much in line with studies of lower-class life that were
initiated in the 1930's by such scholars as Davis, Gardner,
Dollard, Gayton, Drake, and others.3
The authors state that Moynihan emphasized the destructive potential
of disorganized family life, much as Frazier, Clark and others, as he demon¬
strated the extent of family disorganization among poor Negroes and the
relation of family disorganization to various social problems in the
ghetto.^
In a discussion between Robert Coles and a Negro minister. Coles
indicates that he felt the Moynihan Report spoke to Americans demanding
change or action. He further states that: "I guess I'm defending them
and their purposes. I suppose to some extent I can do that, not being
llbid., p. 29.
2lbid., pp. 297-8.
3Ibid., pp. ix, X,
^Ibid.. p. 31.
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a Negro and not feeling as sensitive about some of these matters."
C. Eric Lincoln in his affirmation of the Moyniham Report states:
Whites can offer little assistance: The Negro must establish family
stability before establishing himself into the white society."^ He further
suggests that a psychology of slavery must be dealt with if the Negro is
to overcome his deteriorating condition in America.
A study on the effects that working wives in lower-class families
have on men as husbands and fathers gives support to the Moynihan Report.
By usine a sample of blue-collar Negro low-income married males with
their families, Joan Aldous found that "Any movement toward greater
husband-father participates in the lower-class Negro family depends upon
strengthening his position--not just emplo)rment but employment at a wage
that permits the male to be the major provider for the family. When the
wife is employed, this lowers the man's performance of family responsi-
bility; when the husband is unemployed, he becomes even less active.
^Robert Coles, Children of Crisis: A Study of Courage and Fear
(Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1967), pp. 143-46.
2sidney M. Wilhelm, Who Needs the Negro?(Garden City: Doubleday
and Company, Inc., 1971), pp. 8-9.
2joan Aldous, "Wives Employment Status and Lower-Class Men as
Husband-Father: Support for the Moynihan Thesis," Journal of Marriage
and Family Vol. 31 (August, 1969), p. 476.
CHAPTER IV
MOYNIHAN: A REFUTATION
The public release of the Moynihan Report in 1965 stirred up
a great deal of criticism and set the stage for newer Investigations
on the Negro family in America. The issues of stability, matriarchy,
father absent households, illegitimacy and related elements have sug¬
gested the condition of a disorganized family structure. The main
premise that will be dealt with in this particular chapter, is whether
or not, the Negro American family is in a stage of deterioration as
Moynihan's study on the Negro family concludes.
Andrew Billingsley's study on the Negro family in America, devotes
a section on the scholarly work which has been done on the Negro family,^
He notes that the majority of literature on the Negro family has viewed
it as a social problem; therefore, he exclaims, "Thus, despite the fact
that the vast majority of Negro families are stable, conforming, and
achieving, and cause no problems to anybody, the tendency to view them
2
in negative terms persist.
Billingsley even elaborates further when he observes that studies
which have focused on the Negro family in the lower class are not really
l-Andrew Billingsley, Black Families in White America (Englewood




concerned with family life, but are concerned instead with poverty,
family breakdown, and illegitimacy; and they somehow tie these phenomena
to the Negro experience.^ The Moynihan Report deals exclusively with the
lower class Negro family as a problem and a deteriorating unit in the
Negro community.
Kenneth J. Gergen's "Lost in the Shuffle: A Political Case History"
2
critiques The Moynihan Report and the Politics of Controversy. Gergen
observes the data available to Moynihan, which would have weakened several
of his arguments, were unused; comparative data for Negro and white popu¬
lations were not used extensively enough; heavy reliance was placed on
correlational data which lent themselves to explanations other than those
the report proposed.^ As previously indicated throughout the research
Moynihan accumulates a degree of pathological disorders in reference
to the lower class Negro family, such as high rates of illegitimacy,
high unemplo3niient rate for Negro men, a high degree of marital disso¬
lutions, an increase of Negro welfare recipients, and an increase of
female-headed Negro families.^
The Black Family consists of a series of essays and studies on
the situation of the Negro family in America. It contains a section
on the Moynihan Report which contains Moynihan's chapter, "Tangle of
llbid.. p. 207
^Kenneth J. Gergen, "Lost in the Shuffle: A Political Case His¬
tory" Science, 15 (November, 1967), p.p. 896-7.
^Ibid.. p. 896.
^Lee Rainwater and William Yancey, The Moynihan Report and the
Politics'of Controversy (Cambridge, Mass.l The MIT Press, 196/1.
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Pathology" and criticisms from two scholars, William Ryan and Laura
Carper,^
Ryan's article "Savage Discovery-The Moynihan Report," which also
appears in the Nation discusses the methodological weaknesses, the mani¬
fest misstatements, and the error of interpreting statistical relation¬
ship in terms of cause-effect as the basic faults of the report.2 Ryan
attacks the "tangle of pathology" which Moynihan presents in his report
as a scapegoat mechanism instead of dealing with the direct causes of
the Negro condition in America. Ryan heavily criticizes the treatment
of illegitimacy that Moynihan discusses. Moynihan's data shows that the
illegitimacy rate for the lower-class Negro family is eight times the
ratio of whites. Ryan cites the treatment of illegitimacy as an example
of inexpert methodology as he summarizes:
The reported rates of illegitimacy among Negroes and whites
tell us nothing at all about differences in family structure,
historical forces, instability, or anything else about which
the authors speculate. From the known data, we can conclude
only that Negro and white girls probably engage in premarital
intercourse in about the same proportions, but that the white
girls more often take Enovid or uses a diaphragm: if she has
the baby, first she is more often able to conceal it and,
second, she has an infinitely greater opportunity to give it
up for adoption.
Ryan's main argument seems to be centered on the concepts of racism
and discrimination as the causes of unequallty between Negro and white
iThe Black Family ed. by Robert Staples, (Belmont: Wadsworth




Instead of weaknesses and defeats of the Negro himself.^ This contrasts
Moynihan's statement of a sickness perpetuating Itself in the Negro com¬
munity.^
Laura Carper examines the statistical data of Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC) which Moynihan has indicated a startling in¬
crease by Negro families.^ Carper found that, "The strange graph in the
Moynihan Report is the result of graphing the wrong things. The negative
correlation is due to an inconsistency between youth unemployment rate
and the unemployment rate of the non-white male population as a whole and
to an important change in policy on the part of the welfare authorities.^
Carper elaborates on the concept of matriarchy which seemingly is
the crucial detrimental element in the Negro family according to Moyni¬
han. Carper's impression on matriarchy in the Negro family states:
"Matriarchy" is a cultural formation common to many oppressed
people throughout the history of western civilization—regardless
of their won past history and regardless of the values they them¬
selves held.
I am seeking to show the "matriarchy" within the larger social
context of what the report calls "patriarchy" is common to the
way of life of poor people, and further, that people living under
oppression always develop social formations which appear to the
surrounding oppressive culture to be excessive or pathological
... .A people is not destroyed by its history. What destroys
a people is physical annihilation or assimilation, not its family
life.5
iRyan, op. cit.« p. 58.
2Ralnwater and Yancey, op« cit.. p. 47.
^Laura Carper, "The Negro Family and the Moynihan Report" in
The Black Family, ed. by Robert Staples (Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing
Company, Incorporated, 1971), pp. 67-68.
^Ibid.. p. 68.
SCarper, op. cit.. pp. 69-70.
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Robert Staples' "The Myth of the Black Matriarchy" attacks Moyni-
han's treatment of the matrlfocal structure of the lower class Negro
family. He observes that Moynihan points to the Negro matriarchy as
being responsible for the low educational achievement of Negro males;
the matriarchy is accused of harshly exploiting the Negro male; and a
correlation is made between the fatherless homes and juvenile delin¬
quency.^
Staples indicates that the myth of matriarchy in the Negro family
is strengthened by Moynihan's assertion that 25 per cent of Negro house¬
holds are headed by women.^ Since the Negro woman is described as being
a powerful figure in the Negro family, how much power does she actually
have? Staples seems to believe that the power of the Negro woman is like
3
American democracy--more apparent than real. He directs her decision¬
making ability in the household because she is better qualified to do
so. He notes, however, that she does not make decisions counter to her
husband's wishes.^ Staples formulates his theories from the historical
family structure and role variations in the Negro family. Moynihan also
makes reference to the rate of unemployment of Negro male and the economic
support of the Negro women which Staples contributes to the America's
racist employment barriers.^






Denise Kandel has revealed some Interesting observations In her
study of the matriarchal pattern In the Negro family,^ Kandel adminis¬
tered a structural questionnaire to a group of working class, high school
adolescents. Questionnaires were mailed to their mothers. Twenty per
cent of the sample surveyed was comprised of a Negro populace. They were
questlohed on the pattern of Interaction that they had with their parents:
parental authority, communication between parent and child, parental sup¬
port, affective quality of the relationship, and Identification.^ The
results Indicated the following:
1. Slxty-slx per cent of the Negro girls In Intact families
report that most decisions between themselves and their
mothers are reached unilaterally by their mothers, as com¬
pared by forty per cent of white girls. The difference
for boys Is smaller. Fathers have less authority over their
children In Intact families than fathers In white Intact
families.
2. In Intact families, Negro boys are closer to their mothers^
than are white boys. White boys are closer to their fathers
In Intact families.'^
3. In broken families, Negro boys have a closer relationship
with their mothers. Negro girls have a closer and more
Intense relationship with their mothers In broken homes
than white mothers.
4. Negro mothers have a higher degree of educational aspirations
for both daughter and son than the white mother.
5. More Negro mothers encourage their sons to go to college than
white mothers.
iDenlse Kandel, "Race, Maternal Authority, and Adolescent Aspir¬




6, Regardless of the family structure, broken or Intact,
Negro mothers have similar aspirations. White mothers
have higher aspirations for their daughters in broken
families than in intact families; their aspirations for
their sons are even higher.
Kandel's research provides data which refutes the detrimental factors
placed on the role of the matriarchal structure of the Negro family.
Herbert Cans' analysis of the Moynihan Report in the area of
Illegitimacy, Indicates that lower class families are not stigmatized
for their illegitimacies as middle class families.^ He further indi¬
cates that, "A family headed by a capable if unmarried mother may thus
be healthier than a two-parent family in which the father is a marginal
2
appendage."
Hyman and Reed's article "Black Matriarchy Reconsidered" reveals
even more interesting results on the matriarchal pattern in Negro house¬
holds.^ They found in the Harris National Poll which asked a Negro popu¬
lace which parent played the most important role in properly socializing
the child, that the respondents indicated the mother. They found in the
1960 Almond and Verban study of an equal sex distribution of both Negro
and white participants that important family decisions were made by the
mother in both racial groups. In regard to the decision-maker in the
iHerbert Cans, "The Negro Family—Reflections on the Moynihan
Report" in The Moynihan Report and the Politics of Controversy by Lee
Rainwater and William Yancey (Cambridge, Massachusetts: The MIT Press,
1967, pp. 451-52.
2lbid.. p. 451.
^Herbert Hyman and John S, Reed, "Black Matriarchy Reconsidered:
Evidence From Secondary Analysis of Sample Surveys," Public Quarterly
Vol. 33, No. 3 (Fall, 1969), pp. 346-358.
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family, both Negro and white families indicated the mother. The signi¬
ficance of these findings suggests similarities in family socializing
patterns among racial differences.
Social class in family functioning was cited as an important factor
that supports the assumption of child rearing practices differing among
class than among racial context. Gersimar and Gerhart's (1966) study on
social class and ethnicity indicates that:^
The Negro family is handicapped in its ability to provide
a home and socialize the young. However, that handicap is
above all a function of socio-economic position as evidenced
by the fact that, in most strata of the social hierafchy,
Negroes are not functioning differently at a significant level
from Puerto Ricans and whites.
The researchers further suggest that the problems of the Negro family
should be viewed and treated within the context of the Negro's problematic
2
position in society.
Studies comparing family trends among class and social standings
provide significant insight on Moynihan's thesis.
Delores Mack also has found that social class is more important than
race in her study on the Negro matriarchal household.^ Mack observed that
Negroes and whites did not differ in their perception and use of power in
a marriage relationship. She indicated that researchers have also
^Ludwig Germar and Ursula Gerhart, "Social Class Ethnicity and Fam¬
ily Functioning: Exploring Some Issues Raised by"Moynihan Report", Journal
of Marriage and Familv.Vol. 30 (August, 1968), p. 487,
^Ibid.. p. 487.
3Delores E. Mack, "Where the Black Matriarchy Went Wrong" Psvchol-
opIY Today Vol. S (Jan. 1971), pp. 24 , 86-7.
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overlooked the power of sex In a marriage, especially among Negroes.^
In all social classes, the wife has been viewed as the primary decision-
2maker In the household.
In the studies cited In this chapter, each has directly or Indirectly
dealt with the Ideology of a stability existing In the Negro family.
Elizabeth Herzog's "Is there a Breakdown of the Negro Family," Indicates
that while attacking the weaknesses of the Negro family, attention should
Ifie given to those strengths which have enabled It to survive. She quotes
Robert Coles:
I was constantly surprised at the endurance shown by children
we would all call poor or. In the current fashion, "culturally
disadvantaged." . . . What enabled such children from such fami¬
lies to survive, emotionally and educationally, ordeals I feel
sure many white middle-class boys and girls would find Impossible?
What has been the source of strength shown by the sit-in students,
many of whom do not come from comfortable homes but, quite the
contrary, from rural cabins or alum tenements.'^
llbld.. p. 86.
2lbld.
^Elizabeth Herzog, "Is There a Breakdown of the Negro Famlly"ln
The Movnlhan Report and the Politics of Controversy by Lee Rainwater
and William Yancey (Cambridge, Mass.: The MIT Press, 1967), p. 354.
CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION
The objective of this thesis has been to analyze the Moynihan
Report on the Negro family in America through empirical investigation.
The Moynihan Report has been a controversial topic since its publi
cation in 1965. The major etiology Investigated in this controversy has
been focused on the matriarchal pattern of the lower-class Negro family.
Moynihan contributes the matriarchal structure to a "tangle of pathologi
cal" consequences within the Negro family, such as illegitimacy, marital
disruption, welfare dependency, low educational attainment (especially
for Negro males), and other soclor^psychologlcal disorders.
By establishing a basic foundation from the works of E. Franklin
Frazier on the Negro family, Moynihan has interpreted and formulated
a thesis which defines the Negro family as a deteriorating unit.
In order to present a reasonable analysis of the Report, it was
necessary to discuss the research of pro-Moynihan scholars in contrast
to those scholars idio find his thesis unacceptable.
In retrospect to the two main chapters of this thesis, (chapters
three and four), the researcher views the studies of the Moynihan sup¬
porters as formulating their findings from a negative frame of reference
in regard to the Negro family. The refuting scholars of the Moynihan
thesis are more success-oriented or, in other words, they have based
their research more on the strengths of the Negro family.
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The relevance of the Moynihan Report lies not only in its policy¬
making effect (which shows promising prospects for the social scientist)
but also in its controversial nature which is and will continue to arouse
interest in researchers of the Negro family for quite a while. The Report
has pointed out the existing disadvantages in the Negro community which
have been a result of prejudice, discrimination, and racism in the larger
community.
Moynihan's study suggests that Frazier envisaged the destruction
of the Negro family resulting from its own make-up of pathological charac¬
teristics. Frazier's work on the Negro family, places the family unit
within a core existing by filtrating the social-economic values of a
larger society that actually desires no part of it in the first place.
Because of its presentation of socializing elements defined as abnormal
in the larger society, it becomes difficult to view the lower class fam¬
ily in any other perspective than detrimental and deteriorating.
Whereas we have presented the generalizations of two schools of
thought on the Negro family in America, we must conclude that the status
of present research suggests that the topic will proliferate where scholars
of the family meet for several decades. In many instances, the debate
will revolve around the efforts of the Harvard-MIT scholars and those
of the Black-liberal establishment.
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